
News from The Ranch: September 2019 
 
Principal Note: Hello Bronco Families and welcome to fall. Thank 
you for your continued patience with our pick 
up and drop off procedures. You will continue 
to see changes and improvements to best 

provide a safe environment for our kids. As fall 
approaches, please know we truly appreciate all you do 
to support the students of Orchard Ranch. We feel OR is 
a special place and one of the reasons for that is 
because of the community. Hope you all have a wonderful 
month and thank you for the birthday wishes.  

 
Pick up/Drop 
Off/Traffic: With 900 students, there’s going 
to be traffic in and around the school.  
Please make sure to: 

● Follow the basic rules of the road. 
● Avoid road rage 
● Don’t park in driveways that aren’t yours 
● Stay off devices in the parking lot 
● Don’t double park 
● Explore all the options for picking up around 

the school to avoid the parking lot 
 

Trunk or Treat: We are in need of candy 
supporters. Please turn in any candy donation to the 
front office to help us ensure that Trunk or Treat will 
be able to take place.  

 
Fundraising? We are in the thick of our “Pony Up 
Fundraiser”. We appreciate all of your support during 
this fundraiser. Money raised will go towards bringing 
more machines for our work room, playground equipment, 
technology and educational training for our teachers 



and staff.  If each family raised $100, we would have raised over $80, 000.  

 

For Girls on the Run: At Girls on 
the Run we inspire girls to recognize their 
inner strength and celebrate what makes 
them one of a kind. Over the course of the 
ten-week program, girls in 3rd-5th grade 
develop essential skills to help them 
navigate their worlds and establish a 
lifetime appreciation for health and fitness. 
The program culminates with girls 
positively impacting their communities through a service project and being 
physically and emotionally prepared to complete a celebratory 5K event. 
Registration opens up January 20th and the season will begin February 10th. 
Practices will be held after school on Tuesday and Thursdays. Our BIG 5k race 
will be on May 9th!  

 

Yard Duties on Phones: At OR our walkie talkies pick up on various 
construction workers and school walkie signals. While we still have walkies, 
our staff uses our phones to help communicate and ensure the safety of our 
students while on the yard. So, you may see an occasional staff member on their 
phone while on duty. Please know it’s how we communicate.  

 

Memo from Music:  Choir has 
gotten started and the students are 
already singing in two parts! So far 
their favorite song is the Breakfast 
Round. We are working on posture, tone 
production, and musicality in our singing. 
 
In the younger grades we are learning 
to keep a steady beat, use our singing 
voices, and move to different kinds of 

music. In the older grades we are working on reading rhythms and notes and 
decoding familiar songs.  
 



In addition, I am bringing a xylophone to each class so they can see the kind of 
instruments we are raising money for with Pony Up. The xylophones have a 
beautiful sound and can be played by the smallest Kindergartener or be used by 
5th graders in very complex pieces - and everything in between. It would be such 
a blessing to have enough for a whole class to play together! 
 
Be sure to ask your child what they did in music this week... You might even get an 
impromptu performance out of it. 

 

Lunch Time: Lunch is one 
of our busiest times. Depending 
on what’s being served, the 
length of the line changes. 
There are many reasons 
surrounding when your child 
can get through the line. If 
they are unable to finish, they 
can eat our at the picnic tables, 
or on rainy days, back in their 
classrooms. We are always 
looking at ways to streamline 

our lunch process, but sometimes it just takes a long time. Thank you for 
understanding. If you’re available to volunteer, we will gladly take it.   
 

Library Corner:  
Our first Follett Book Fair of the school year, is in the planning stages!  We 
can't wait to bring you all new and exciting books for your home libraries.  Also, 
a percentage of total book sales from the Follett Book Fair goes directly into 
purchasing new books for our school library!  The book fair will take place 
October 21st-25th.  Mark your calendars!  Please look for upcoming updates 
from our PTC! 
 

Weather Change: During inclimate 
weather, we try to keep our students in our 
classrooms or other buildings. When we get 
breaks in the weather, we try to let them 
get out some energy outside. Please know, 



we are constantly watching the weather while keeping our kids safe.   
 

Facebook & Twitter: We try to share a 
snapshot of what’s going on with our families on social 
media. It’s our way to bring you inside our classrooms 
as you go about the many things you do in a day. Please 
follow us on Facebook/Twitter for updates and 
information. 
 


